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As your president, | wish on your behalf— 
and on my own—to tender congratulations to 
one of our committees on the successful out- 
come of their meetings with the Minister of 
Education, the Honourable Ray Williston, on 
the issue of certification. To Mr. Neal Harlow 
and his committee and also to ‘Mr. C. K. Morison 
and to Mr. Willard Ireland, we offer our sincere 
thanks for a satisfactory solution to this long 
outstanding problem. Nor do we forget those 
who pioneered in this area of interest, and who 
have also made it possible for us to obtain early 
this year our new certificates. 

All too frequently from our new members and 
even occasionally from those who have for some 
time belonged to our Association, we are con- 
fronted with the query “What has the Associa- 
tion realiy done for us?” This is one answer to 
be added to the list of our rather impressive 
accomplishments. 

One practical way in which we can show our 
appreciation is to thank the members concerned 
personally at Qualicum on May 15th and 16th, 
and to wish our new Board of Examiners every 
success. 

Anne Berry, 
President, B.C.L.A. 


Certification 


Following negotiations carried on by the 
Certification Committee of this association and 
of the Public Library Commission, regulations 
for the certification of librarians have been re- 
vised as follows: 

Minimum qualifications of a candidate for a 
professional Certificate of Librarianship in the 


Province of British Columbia shall be a Uni- 
versity Degree with a professional Library 
Degree from a graduate Library School ac- 
credited by the Canadian Library Association 
or the American Library Association; or a 
University Degree and the Registration Certi- 
ficate of the British Library Association 
(ALA); or a University Degree and the equiv- 
alent in training and experience. 

The Board of Examiners to examine qualifica- 
tions of applicants for certification in accordance 
with the above regulations shall be composed of 
the Superintendent of the Public Library Com- 
mission, the Registrar of the Department of 
Education, and two professional librarians 
appointed by the Minister of Education from a 
panel of four librarians nominated by the 
Executive of the British Columbia Library 
Association. 

Any person holding a certificate granted under 
previous regulations may be granted the above 
certificate subject to the approval of the Board 
of Examiners. 

The following have been appointed examiners: 
Mr. C. K. Morison (chairman), Mr. E. E. 
Evans, Mr. N. Harlow, Mr. W. E. Ireland. By 
the same order-in-council it is laid down that 
any decision of such examiners may be appealed 
to the Minister of Education. The fee to be 
paid by applicants for certification is five dol- 
lars. The latter amount, it might be pointed out, 
is the same amount as the registration fee for 
teachers. 

The first meeting of the board to examine 
credentials of those applying for new certificates 
in place of former ones, or for certification for 
the first time, will be held early in March. Appli- 
cations should therefore be sent to the Registrar 
of Education, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, 
not later than February 28, and should be ac- 
companied either by a former B.C. certificate, 
or, in the case of new applicants, by evidence 
of degrees, diplomas, etc. for academic as well 
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as professional qualifications. They should also 
be accompanied by the fee of five dollars, which 
will include payment for the certificate if 
granted. 

Further particulars may be obtained by 
addressing an enquiry to the Registrar of Edu- 
cation, but printed copies of the new regulations 
will be supplied in quantity to the main libraries 
of the province early in 1955. 

C. K. Morison, 
Public Library Commission. 


A Message from 
The Honorary President 


For many years I have had a very happy 
association with some of the activities of the 
regional libraries in the north-central part of 
the province. Few people in the metropolitan 
centres realize the size of the appreciated serv- 
ice which is given both schools and communities 
in our more remote developing areas. This 
service tends to become a more personally inti- 
mate matter and the librarians serving in such 
places as Prince George and Dawson Creek 
have an opportunity to closely integrate the 
work they are doing with school and community 
needs. The realization that the library plays an 
important roll in the pioneering stages of com- 
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munity development is an indication that the 
total processes of education are having an 
expanding and positive influence in our way of 
life. 

Education is a never ending stimulating pro- 
cess to those who keep mentally alert. The 
increasing number of young people in B.C. who 
continue their formal schooling through secon- 
dary grades will require and demand library 
facilities of greater scope than those enjoyed by 
their parents. The challenge now facing the 
public school system will soon result in an 
increased demand for expanded facilities and 
services in the library field which will make 
present problems appear relativeiy minor in 
nature. 

Do not be alarmed. I enjoy working with 
people who are challenged to solve problems 
which appear insurmountable. It is all a part 
of the thrill of living in a British Columbia 
which is just beginning to reach out and shake 
hands with a very promising future. 


Ray Williston, 
(Minister of Education. 


Book Week in Victoria 


Following the lead of Vancouver, Victoria 
libraries and Victoria College undertook to 
sponsor a book week in the capital city to 
emphasize the place of books in our society. 
The event was declared officially open on Friday 
afternoon, November 19, by the Honourable 
Ray G. Williston, Minister of Education, at a 
ceremony in the Students’ Union room at Vic- 
toria College, where a number of book exhibits 
had been prepared by the Provincial Library 
and Archives, the Public Library Commission, 
Victoria Public Library, Victoria College, Vic- 
toria High School, and S. J. Willis Junior High 
School, and with the active co-operation of one 
of the book-stores in the city. The displays, 
which were open to the public throughout the 
week, dealt with the history of printing, the 
contrast between the school texts of the early 
years of this century, juvenile books recom- 
mended by the children’s librarian of the Public 
Library Commission and by school librarians, 
the variety and usefulness of provincial and 
federal government publications, and the litera- 
ture of British Columbia writers. 
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The principal event of Book Week was a 
panel discussion on the subject, “Are books and 
reading still fundamental?” Those who took 
part were Dean Geoffrey Andrew, of U.B.C., 
the chairman; Mrs. Sally Creighton, the radio- 
writer and critic; Dr. Roderick Haig-Brown, the 
well-known writer; Roger J. Bishop, of the 
English department, Victoria College; William 
H. Clarke, manager of the Clarke-Irwin Com- 
pany; and, Robin Strachan, representative of 
the Cambridge University Press. 

The discussion, which drew a full house to 
the college auditorium, produced an evening of 
fine entertainment as well as instruction, but it 
did not end in general agreement among the 
panel members as to the extent that books were 
fundamental or to what portion of the popula- 
tion they were fundamental. 

Dr. Haig-Brown felt that unless reading be- 
came fundamental to the majority the minority 
to whom it is now fundamental “will soon exert 
their influence in ways which won't be liked.” 
In his opinion the only way to combat such 
influence was to read, to reflect on what was 
read, and to pass a considered judgement on the 
whole. “Reading,” he said, “is the highest means 
of transmitting abstract ideas. No other pursuit 
has a comparable value in the life of man.” 

Mrs. Creighton, also, emphasized the import- 
ance of reading, and said that the printed word 
was the only widespread means by which man- 
kind could share and assimilate the experience 
and wisdom of the ages, past and present. 

Mr. Bishop, however, maintained that reading 
was fundamental only to the intellectual few, to 
that thirteen percent of our citizens who, accord- 
ing to psychologists, alone have the capacity to 
do any abstract thinking and who, therefore, 
are the only ones able to make any creative use 
of reading. “It is idle to pretend that books and 
reading have ever been fundamental to man, or 
ever will ‘be short of selective breeding,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clarke agreed that books were fundamen- 
tal only to the leaders, but he felt that “the 
shocking thing is how little reading is done by 
the so-called educated person—the high school 
and even college graduate.” 

Mr. Strachan dealt with a few of the difficul- 
ties of Canadian publishers, one of the chief 
heing the almost equal demand in this country 
for British, American, and Canadian books, 
whereas in other countries the native literature 
far outsells foreign. This demand means that 
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the publisher must handle a wide variety of 
material and this fact, coupled with the ever- 
present problem of the relatively small market 
for books here, makes the Canadian publisher’s 
lot a far from happy one. 

On Monday of Book Week, Professor R. E. 
Watters, of the University of British Columbia, 
spoke on Canadian literature, dealing particularly 
with the novel. His was one of the series of 
lectures arranged throughout the winter season 
by the University Extension Association of 
Victoria and it had been planned in advance to 
coincide with the celebration of Book Week. 

The week’s activities were sponsored jointly 
by the University Extension and the Evening 
Division of Victoria College. Mr. Robert Wal- 
lace, assistant principal of the college, was in 
charge of arrangements and Mr. W. E. Ireland, 
provincial librarian and archivist, was the chair- 
man of the committee responsible for the book 
displays. 

Although no figures are available to indicate 
any notable upsurge of book purchases as a 
result of the activity, Book Week, from the 
point of view of attendance and interest shown 
in both the lectures and the displays, was a 
notable success. The success may be measured 
to some extent by the remark made by one of 
the panel members—we will for his sake not 
identify him—during the reception that follow- 
ed the discussion. “Hold a discussion about 
books in Toronto,” he said, “and you wouldn’t 
get a fraction of this number of people to turn 
out.” 

A. E. Spratt. 


B.C.L.A. Schedule of Fees 


Annual Salary Fees 


under $2,000 = _.$ 2.50 
RS ee — 
I hicceiccctneciniccsines cistinatiinaagn 
Trustees _._.... sittin eidetadesncaielicaaee 2.50 
| a ae ey 


B.C.L.A. Convention 


The 1955 convention of the B.C. Library 
Association will be held May 15 and 16 at Quali- 
cum Beach. As in former years there will be a 
Regional Institute on the Saturday preceding it 
—May 14. Responsible for this year’s confer- 
ence is Mr. Robert Davison, Vancouver Island 
Regional Library. 
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Public Library Associations 
In the Kootenays 


From 1936 onwards the Kootenays have been 
regarded as suitable territory for a regional 
library organization of the Fraser Valley pat- 
tern. In 1936 such a plan was blocked by the 
unwillingness of Nelson Public Library—at that 
time regarded as essential to any such proposal 
—to enter into a regional scheme on the terms 
proposed. Latterly the main obstacle has been 
a financial one, the lack of any prospect of 
adequate funds from outside the area to assist 
in developing the scheme. 

This extensive and important area is, there- 
fore, still served by a number of individual 
libraries, each doing what it can, with assistance 
from the Public Library Commission, to provide 
at least a minimum library service. There are 
eight public library associations scattered 
through the valleys that lie between the Selkirk 
and Rocky Mountain ranges. Some of these 
have been formed in recent years and others 
date back to the early 1920’s, when, in the first 
enthusiasm created by the Public Libraries Act 
of 1919, which permitted this rudimentary form 
of library organization, communities undertook 
public library responsibilities with little or no 
financial backing from either local or provincial 
authorities. A number quickly succumbed; 
others struggled through until the hungry 
‘thiries and one, Cranbrook, has carried on 
right to the present day. Following are brief 
notes on all, old and new, that are active today, 
listed in order of incorporation. 

Fernie and Creston were the first associations 
to be registered and perhaps it was unlucky 
that the certificates of incorporation were dated 
the thirteenth of September, 1920. To quote the 
Public Library Commission’s superintendent 
some years later, Fernie P.L.A. “lived a weak 
life for about three years and then, as | have 
been informed, died in debt.” Happily this is in 
strong contrast to Fernie of today. In 1945 a 
new and zealous library board revived activities, 
and the library now prospers in excellent quar- 
ters in the federal building, aided in cash and in 
kind by the Public Library Commission, as 
well as by its own city council. 

The Creston library has led a rather chequered 
existence. The original association carried on 
from 1929 to 1933, when the last recorded letter 
to the Public Library Commission contained the 
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plea: “Would. you please send book, ‘Road to 
Plenty,’ by Foster and Catchings.” First actual 
signs of revival and plenty came in 1943, when, 
through the zealous interest of the high school 
principal in community affairs, a new type of 
library, the “school-community library,” was 
set up in the high school building. Support was 
received from the Public Library Commission 
in the form of book grants, and the school board 
supplied a librarian. 

“Creston Valley School-Community Library” 
operated with varied success until 1951, when, 
on the commission’s recommendation, it was 
converted into a re-activated Creston Public 
Library Association. The library was moved 
from the ‘thigh school to less pleasant but more 
central quarters in a corrugated iron building 
vacated by the village commission. When the 
local firemen established prior rights to this 
building, the library was advanced to much 
better quarters in a former bank building that 
had been taken over by the commissioners for a 
municipal hall. Here it bids well to make steady 
progress. 

In 1920 Nakusp, midway on the Arrow Lakes, 
founded its library, which also became a depres- 
sion casualty. In 1951 the Women’s Institute 
came to the rescue, and, with support from other 
local bodies, brought the library back into being. 
Nakusp is not an incorporated municipality and 
it is, therefore, greatly to the credit of local 
library supporters that they have been able 
regularly to raise by voluntary subscription 
funds to match the commission’s annual grant. 

Just over the hump to the east of Nakusp is 
the city of Kaslo, a community of some seven 
hundred souls, beautifully situated on the shores 
of Kootenay Lake. Born in the good old gold- 
mining days, Kaslo now depends largely on 
base metal mining and on the silver of the tour- 
ists. Kaslo P.L.A. was the last to be incorpor- 
ated in 1920, but it managed to survive the 
depression only to fall into a semi-comatose 
state in 1938. In 1953, with full co-operation of 
the city council, better than usual assistance 
from the commission, and the zealous efforts of 
a new board, the library was re-activated and 
has already developed a good clientele. Suitable 
quarters have been provided in the city hall. 

So much for the progeny of 1920. After a 
lapse of five years Cranbrook organized the 
first library of the whole territory that has 
operated continuously to the present day. A 
railroad town on the Crow’s Nest railway, it 





XUM 


BULLETIN 


seems to have been able to survive swings of 
the economic pendulum better than most of its 
sister communities, certainly better than those 
that have had to depend on the yellow metal. A 
main handicap latterly faced by the library has 
been a divided book collection, the juvenile 
section being located in the school and the adult 
collection, situated in a small room at the end 
of a steep stairway in an office building, which 
is fortunately, however, well located in the 
centre of town. Thanks to the co-operation of 
the provincial government, the association is 
now looking forward to re-uniting its library in 
admirable quarters, which are to be made freely 
available in the new government building. 


A few miles to the west of Cranbrook, 
nestled in the mountains that form the westerly 
border of the Kootenay Valley—‘the highest- 
widest valley in North America’—is a famous 
hole in the ground, the Sullivan Mine. Around 
its richest-known deposit of silver-lead ore, 
which is responsible directly or indirectly for 
about seventy-five per cent of the livelihood of 
people in the Kootenays, three communities 
have grown up; Kimberley, Chapman’s Camp, 
and ‘Marysville. Kimberley Public Library As- 
sociation was incorporated in 1927, seventeen 
years before Kimberley itself was incorporated 
as a city. It carried on operations until 1933 
when it faded out in poverty and in debt to the 
Public Library Commission. It might be noted, 
in parenthesis, that the commission itself barely 
survived the depression. In writing the Rossland 
Public Library Association on September 5, 
1933, for example, the superintendent advised 
that it was “only by the greatest of good luck” 
that his department was open at all. No funds 
were available for the purchase of new books; 
there were insufficient funds even for freight on 
travelling libraries—happily a far cry from 1954 
when the commission’s appropriations total 
$269,935, which is the highest on record, and 
twenty-seven times the budget of 1933-34. 

Kimberley P.L.A. was revived in 1947, thanks 
in no small degree to the local school inspector 
and to fellow colleagues, who are still well 
represented on a zealous and energetic library 
board. A main handicap, as in so many instances, 
has been lack of adequate quarters. In this 
respect Kimberley has been driven from pillar 
to post. Where next it will turn is at the mo- 
ment clouded in rumours and hopes and possi- 


7 


bilities, but Kimberley P.L.A. can be trusted to 
come out on top of any such difficulty. 


Rossland Public Library Association, founded 
in 1939 and never a casualty, made library his- 
tory in 1950 when it became the first public 
library in British Columbia to be accorded rent- 
free quarters in a provincial government build- 
ing. The liquor vendor moved out of the court 
house and the library moved in. Happily this 
has been only a start of co-operation extended 
by provincial authorities in providing accommo- 
dation for local libraries. Other associations to 
enjoy this consideration are Terrace, Vander- 
hoof, Fort St. John, and, in prospect, Cranbrook. 

For those unfamiliar with the topography of 
the Kootenays, it might be noted that Rossland 
competes closely with Kimberley for the honour 
of being the highest library in British Columbia. 
At an elevation of 3,400 feet, it towers, 2,000 
feet above the fiery furnace of Trail, smoulder- 
ing away far below, by the banks of the 
Columbia. 

Castelgar Public Library Association was on 
the map long before Celgar and the proposal 
of a low-pressure dam loomed on the horizon. 
Incorporated in 1947, it is the youngest library 
in the Kootenays. It too has had problems in 
the matter of accommodation but always a home 
was found for it, at one time the home of a 
board member who converted his basement to 
library quarters. The library is now located in 
the community hall and is well patronized by 
this fast-growing community. 


Although Grand Forks and Greenwood hardly 
belong to the Kootenays, they are close neigh- 
bours and would probably be included in a Koot- 
enay regional library. Anyone approaching 
Greenwood by the Kettle Valley railway and 
viewing, first, its long, sinister-looking slag heap, 
and then the back doors of a mining town that 
had mushroom growth at the turn of the cen- 
tury, would certainly have his curiosity aroused 
as to its past, present, and future. In 1901 Green- 
wood had a population of 3,500 and boasted thirty 
saloons and a smelter. Today it has its slag- 
heap, a population of 800, one liquor-vendor, 
and magnificent resources of community spirit. 
If it no longer possesses a metallurgical smelter, 
it has eminently served as a melting-pot for 
dissimilar races. When Japanese were concen- 
trated here during the second world war, the 
white citizens raised their voices in protest. 
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When, after the war, it was suggested that the 
Japanese be scattered hither and yon, the white 
citizens again raised their voices in protest! 
Organization of the Greenwood Public Library 
Association is only one good example of the 
fine community spirit that has developed be- 
tween these two ethnic groups that have learned 
to like and to respect each other. 


An old mining cabin was dragged down the 
mountainside into the centre of Greenwood and 
re-conditioned as the city library. When this 
proved inadequate for accommodation of the 
growing membership, an addition was built to 
serve the childen’s section. Special grants, in 
addition to regular annual amounts, were made 
by the Public Library Commission for this pur- 
pose and to help build up a reference collection. 
Library service and citizenship go hand in hand 
in Greenwood. 


Twenty miles east of Greenwood and lying 
close to the United States border is the city of 
Grand Forks, centre of an important truck- 
gardening and seed-growing area. The library 
here was founded in 1946, just a year after 
Greenwood—although the latter had previously 
experimented with more elementary library 
service. The Grand Forks library has enjoyed 
well-ordered administration from the first and 
it has been fortunate in having good co-opera- 
tion from federal authorities, who have provided 
excellent accommodation in the federal building 
at a merely nominal rent. 


In according due credit to the many able and 
zealous board members and library patrons, 
without whose constant support the above 
libraries could not today be prospering, one 
must be careful not to give the impression that 
the libraries are in any way capable of providing 
all-round public library service, as some people 
inside and outside the territory have been led 
to believe. Some approximation to good library 
service is made possible by the fact that, besides 
making cash grants, the Public Library Com- 
mission provides travelling libraries, and, more 
especially, by the fact that all residents have 
free use of the commission’s open shelf collec- 
tion of some 50,0000 volumes—mostly adult 
non-fiction and juvenile books. Even with this, 
however, adequate library service is still only 
an approximation. The Kootenays have long 
been ripe for regional development. 


C. K. Morison. 


B.C.L.A. 


A New Secretary 


We shall call attention here to the name of 
the new secretary of the association for those 
readers who may have overlooked the list of 
officers. Mrs. Alison Riddell very generously 
agreed to serve the unexpired term of the 
former secretary, Miss Lois Crook—who is 
now Mrs. Ken Bewley. We extend our thanks 
to Mrs. Riddell and our congratulations and 
best wishes to the Bewleys. 


A Selection of Recent 
British Columbia Provincial 
Government Publications 


AGRICULTURE 
Summary of agriculture legislation, compiled 
by L. W. Johnson, Superintendent of Farm- 
ers’ Institutes. 1953. 1954. (Department of 

Agriculture.) 


BIRDS 
The Birds of British Columbia; (1) the wood- 
peckers, (2) the crows and their allies, text 
by C. J. Guiget, illustrations by Frank L. 
Beebe. 1954. (Department of Education. 
Provincial Museum. Handbook no. 6.) 


BUTTER 


Butter-making on the farm. 1954. (Department 
of Agriculture. Bulletin no. 71.) 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
Regional industrial index of British Columbia. 
1954 edition. 1954. Price, one dollar. (De- 
partment of Trade and Industry. Bureau of 

Economics and Statistics.) 

. population, industrial activity, natural 
resources, power-supplies, transportation 
facilities, other public utilities, social amen- 
Meee 

GEOLOGY 


Geology of the Stanford Range of the Rocky 
Mountains, Kootenay district, British Col- 
umbia, by G. G. L. Henderson. 1954. (De- 
partment of Mines. Bulletin no. 35.) 

ORCHARDS 

Planting an orchard, by I. C. Carne, District 
Horticulturist. (Department of Agriculture. 
Horticultural branch. Horticultural circular 
no. 62.) 
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TOMATOES 
Field tomatoes in British Columbia, by M. P. 
D. Trumpour. 1954. (Department of Agri- 
culture. Horticulture circular no. 65.) 


SWINE 
Swine-raising in British Columbia. Revised by 
Wallace R. Gunn, Live Stock Commissioner. 
1954. (Department of Agriculture. Bulletin 
no. 60.) 


WATER POWER 
Water power, British Columbia, Canada, 1954 
publication. 1954. (Department of Lands 
and Forests. Lands service. Water Rights 
branch.) 


WILDLIFE REVIEW 


Vol. 1. No. 1, Oct. 1954. Quarterly. (Game 
commission. ) 


J. G. Chope. 


Miss M. C. Holmes 


Miss Marjorie Holmes, former assistant- 
librarian of the Provincial Library, has recently 
returned to Victoria after an eight-months tour 
of Europe. During her travels she found time to 
write to the association a very kind acknow- 
ledgement of the life membership in B.C.L.A. 
that was bestowed upon her this year in recog- 
nition of her long and devoted service to the 
province and to the profession. 





Librarian (Male) 
Oakalla Prison Farm 
Government of British Columbia 


Salary: $292. -— $351. per month. Central 
office location at Oakalla Prison Farm, near 
Vancouver, B.C. Also will be in charge of 
libraries at Provincial Gaols at Kamloops, 
Nelson, and Prince George. Should be fully 
qualified Librarian, preferably with exper- 
ience. Applicants must be British Subjects, 
not over 45 years of age, except in case of 
ex-Servicemen, who are given preference. 
Apply Inspector of Gaols, Court House, 
Vancouver, B.C. 











News of Libraries 


PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION 


Building grants of $12,500 and $17,500 respec- 
tively have been made to the Okanagan and 
Vancouver Island regional libraries. It is 
expected that the two mew headquarters build- 
ings, in Kelowna and Nanaimo, will be officially 
opened in January or February, 1955. The 
commission frequently assists the smaller 
libraries also when they undertake to improve 
the quarters through which they serve the pub- 
lic. Pouce Coupe Public Library Association is 
the latest to have received the offer of such 
help. 

Funds available for commission grants this 
year exceed $133,000, by far the largest annual 
appropriation to date, but not yet enough to 
provide what the commission regards as a just 
provincial share of over-all public library costs. 

Until the 1954 amendment to the Public 
Libraries Act there was no legal provision for 
the disestablishment of pwhblic library associa- 
tions that may have, for various reasons, ceased 
to function. Under authority of new legislation 
the commission has recommended cancellation 
of the certificates of incorporation of the follow- 
ing: Cowichan, Corbin, Enderby, Sahtlam, 
Cumberland, Kelowna, Hol:yburn, Granby, Port 
Alberni, Lake Windermere, Alberni District, 
Vernon, Wartime Housing Ltd. 


Many of these names will be widely recog- 
nized; one may wonder why the associations 
should have been disestablished. It is because 
the operations of some of them have been taken 
over by regional libraries, and because others 
enjoyed—or suffered?—only a brief mushroom 
growth thirty years ago when certain small 
communities displayed much greater enthusiasm 
for the new Public Libraries Act than was 
warranted by financial stability, locally or from 
outside sources. One at least, Wartime Housing 
Ltd., was organized to meet only a temporary 
emergency when shipyard workers flocked into 
a municipal area that had no public library 
service. 

Today there are more active public library 
associations in British Columbia than ever be- 
fore, forty in all. The latest to join this group 
are those at Tofino and Ucluelet, important 
fishing communities at the mouth of Barkley 
Sound on the west coast of Vancouver Island. 








10 


Latterly it has proved possible for the commis- 
sion to give additional help to these new organ- 
izations in the form of special grants for initial 
book-stock and equipment, and also professional 
advice, supplied by its “flying squadron” when 
the new board and staff are first taking on their 
new and unfamiliar responsibilities. 

By order-in-council approved on December 4, 
Mr. W. C. Maimwaring was re-appointed a 
public library commissioner for a third term of 
three years commencing February 1, 1955. 

C. K. Morison. 


VANCOUVER ISLAND 
REGIONAL LIBRARY 


The increase in the population of Vancouver 
Island has resulted in an increased use of the 
library, which has necessitated improved facili- 
ties in some of the branches as well as in the 
headquarters. We have been particularly for- 
tunate in securing larger premises for Duncan. 
Union Bay, which has always been a most 
enthusiastic branch, has secured very fine ac- 
commodation in the Federal Building. Nanaimo 
Branch is still housed in the same inadequate 
old building, but the interior has been re-decor- 
ated, making it somewhat brighter and more 
cheerful. 

The official opening date for the new head- 
quarters has been set for February 5th. 
The Honourable the Minister of Education, Mr. 
R. G. Williston, will officiate. 


Primrose Bred. 


OKANAGAN REGIONAL LIBRARY 


Our chief news again concerns our new 
library, which slowly nears completion. We 
close the library in our present quarters New 
Year’s Eve, and we will not re-open until we are 
in the new building—which we fondly hope will 
be about January 17. Much time is spent each 
day in various staff conferences concerning the 
many problems of shelving, fixtures, lighting, 
etc. We are allowing our borrowers to take out 
twelve books on each card to tide them over the 
period during which we shall be closed. 

The Friends of the Library have made a stu- 
pendous effort and have nearly reached their 
goal of $1,000, which they intend to use toward 
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the furnishing of the Kelowna Branch. Public 
subscription to this objective has been most 
generous. 


Agnes L, Stiell. 


UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Miss Anne M. Smith returned to the Univer- 
sity Library on November 1 after a year of 
teaching in the Japan Library School, Keio 
University, Tokyo. The return trip was made 
westward from Tokyo, with stops at Hong 
Kong, Bangkok, Delhi, Karachi, Bagdad, 
Jeirut, Jerusalem, Cairo, Istanbul, Athens, 
Rome, Vienna, and other European centres. 
Early in December Miss Smith gave a most 
enjoyable talk on Japan, illustrated with colored 
slides, to the University Library Staff Associa- 
tion and friends; admission was charged in order 
to raise money for the B.C.L.A. Bursary Fund. 

The annual Report of the University Librar- 
ian to the Senate, 1953/54, has just been issued. 
A 25-page statement, it emphasizes the funda- 
mental importance of the library in the univer- 
sity’s development, indicates what the main 
accomplishments for the year have been, and 
stresses continuing needs. During the period, 
22,448 volumes were added to the collections (of 
which over 12,000 were serials), the Catalogu- 
ing Division processed 29,000 volumes, 3,898 
journal titles were currently received, the map 
collection was enlarged by 6,000 sheets, 8,886 
volumes were given first grade binding in the 
Library Bindery, and the loan figures (at the 
public desks) totaled 234,000. Even with the 
increased rates of accessions, such has been the 
academic development of the university in recent 
years and the growth of subject specialization 
and of graduate study that the library collections 
are inadequate in most fields covered. Continu- 
ing increases in book funds will be required if 
the university is to develop in a manner consis- 
tent with the demands being made upon it. 


Neal Harlow. 


VICTORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Recent appointments to the staff of the library 
include Mrs. Anneke Bertsch and Mr. Fred 
White. Mr. White, formerly of the Tacoma 
Public Library, has taken charge of the Circu- 
lation Department. 

During the month of December two displays 
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were shown at the library. In the Children’s 
Department was a display of dolls modeled on 
historical and fictional characters, made by a 
resident of this city. A display of representative 
books was shown in the Circulation Department 
to mark the 90th anniversary of library service 
in Victoria. This display featured a copy of the 
“He” Bible, recently acquired by the library. 


D. A. Godson. 


NEW WESTMINSTER 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


New faces and new equipment are brightening 
the New Westminster Public Library these 
days. Mrs. Jean Williams and Mrs. Pamela 
Williams have joined the staff as clericals and 
Mrs. Virginia (Holland) Harvey, formerly of 
the Vancouver Public Library is working as a 
part-time cataloguer. 

Plastic jackets are at last in use and a Gay- 
lord Pegboard Displayer strikes a gay, if some- 
what anachronistic note in the old building. 

Photographic charging was instituted at 
the ‘beginning of January and it is expected that 
this new system will provide better and more 
efficient service at the circulation desk. 

Young Canada’s Book Week was a success 
in New Westminster. The trophy presented by 
the Library was again competed for with a Book 
Quiz, arranged by Miss June Wilson, Children’s 
Librarian. Junior High School students also 
took part in a “Favourite Book” contest and 
presentations were made at the regular Story 
Hour on Saturday, November 20th. 


Amy Hutcheson. 


FRASER VALLEY REGIONAL LIBRARY 


As of January Ist, 1955, the Fraser Valley 
Regional Library district was enlarged by 
the addition of the Municipality of Richmond. 
A plebiscite held on December 11 showed a 
large majority of taxpayers in favour of joining 
our library system. This means an increase 
of 20,000 in the population served by the library. 
Two branch libraries are planned, one at Brig- 
house and one at Steveston; twelve elementary 
school libraries and, for a start, eight bookmobile 
stops. In this connection we are now building a 
new bookmobile in Vancouver, which we ex- 
pect to have on the road by the end of January, 
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1955. The proposal is to operate two bookmo- 
biles and to swing over from our present three- 
weekly schedule to a two-weekly one. 

The mew branch library at Cloverdale was 
officially opened on December 8th by Mr. J. 
W. Winson, chairman of the Fraser Valley 
Regional Library board. The new building, re- 
placing the old wooden one which served the 
community since 1930, was built by the Surrey 
municipal council and is a very attractive, bright 
place. The Kin Club and Kinettes of Cloverdale 
combined to provide new furniture and an oil 
heater and the Surrey parks board have land- 
scaped the suroundings. The new branch has 
been in actual use for two months and, already, 
the circulation shows a considerable increase; 
this proves once again that where modern, 
attractive branch libraries are provided the 
reading public will make use of them. 


R. Ley. 


VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The new Central Library, which only a year 
ago was referred to as a will o’ the wisp, takes 
a more tangible form as the building plans begin 
to materialize. Everyone is anxious to see a 
start on the actual construction but in spite of 
twice weekly meetings of library staff and 
architects and a continual flow of sketches and 
advice from our consultant, Dr. Wheeler, it will 
be several months before even the preliminary 
drawings are ready. 

In the meantime the regular work of the 
library continues to increase and even before the 
final statistics have been compiled it is obvious 
that 1954 was the busiest year in our history. 

Further progress has been made towards set- 
ting up new subject divisions and it is hoped 
that this program will be completed before the 
move to the new building is made, although the 
present inadequate accommodation and _ short- 
age of staff will necessarily cause some delay. 

After a flood caused by the torrential rains 
following the usual upheavals involved in mov- 
ing to a new building, the Kerrisdale branch 
library was officially opened on December 3rd 
by Mayor F. J. Hume. The handicap of being 
partially below ground level kas been overcome 
be a bold use of colour and modern furniture 
and a rapid jump in registration and circulation 
reflects public appreciation of the new quarters. 

Peter Grossman. 





